
Town of Scituate, 
Rhode Island

Community Comprehensive 
Plan Update

Background

The Land Use element’s purpose within the Comprehensive Community

Plan is to establish a plan for land use in Scituate over the next 20 years.

This involves updating current, as well as proposing new, land use

controls and regulations designed to implement this plan. As defined by

the State Planning Council’s Guidance Handbook #13, Planning for Land

Use, implies creating a balance of uses that is appropriate for achieving

the community’s goals and is reflective of the natural characteristics of

the land, its suitability for use, and the availability of existing and

proposed public and/or private services and facilities. Land use planning

must be consistent with available resources and the need to protect

public health, safety, and welfare.

Scituate has a relatively unique land use dynamic with 84% of the Town’s

land being within the watershed of Scituate Reservoir, which is the

principal drinking water reservoir for Providence Water and, therefore,

provides potable water for the population of approximately two-thirds of

the State of Rhode Island.

Policies

1. Retain the distinctive character of the Villages.

2. Protect Rural Scituate through flexible zoning and land use controls.

3. Ensure that the regulatory framework supports and encourages

responsible, thoughtful, and appropriate residential development

with regard to overall density and site design.

4. Support smart growth principles by encouraging infill and new

commercial development along existing commercial corridors

utilizing site plan review procedures as a regulatory device.

5. Continue the enforcement of design standards and setbacks for

sensitive areas such as watershed tributaries and hydric soils.

6. Prohibit land uses with high potential to contaminate water quality

and carefully regulate other uses in all areas of Town, with specific

concerns for those areas within the Scituate Reservoir watershed.

7. Continue to work with residents, land trusts, nonprofits, and other

appropriate partners to maintain and enhance open space and land

preservation within the Town.

8. Preserve and protect forest, farmlands, agricultural lands, and the

overall rural character of Scituate as essential elements of the

community, economic vitality, and quality of life.

How to Get Involved!

Check out the Town Website! Scan the QR Code →
Attend Plan Commission Meetings every 3rd
Tuesday of the Month
Email Questions to Ashley Sweet @
sweet.ashley@wseinc.com

Goals

Achieve a balanced, orderly, and harmonious land use pattern that 
preserves current residential densities, historic and cultural resources, 
supports appropriate economic growth, provides ample recreation and 
open space, protects the natural environment, and supports a high quality 
of life for the residents.

Protect the quality of the Scituate Reservoir by appropriately managing 
land use within the watershed.

Actions

Review and update the 
Village Overlay district for 
mixed use development, 
balancing support for the 
expansion of business 
activity while maintaining 
village character and 
integrity.

Update all Subdivision 
and Land Development 
Regulations and 
associated checklists 
and the zoning 
ordinance to reflect 
updated development 
practices and concepts, 
as well as making them 
statutorily consistent 
with changes to state 
enabling legislation.

Review and modify the 
existing flexible zoning 
regulations improve the 
application process and 
clarify the applicability 
requirements.

Encourage the appropriate 
utilization and expansion 
of existing business 
districts through updating 
and improving the 
regulatory framework and 
exploring opportunities to 
establish additional 
business and mixed-use 
zoning districts. 

Land Use

Review and assess 
existing residential 
zoning districts.

Revise the zoning 
ordinance (including the 
table of uses) to reflect 
updated and more 
modern land uses.

Review and revise special 
overlay districts and 
restriction in the Zoning 
Ordinance and Subdivision 
& Land Development 
Regulations, as necessary.

Inform and educate 
property owners of 
opportunities related to 
the Farm, Forest, and 
Open Space Act.

http://www.scituateri.org/departments/building_o
fficial/town_of_scituate_comprehensive_plan.php

Consider the adoption of 
Conservation 
Development as a smart 
growth tool to provide for 
more thoughtful and 
environmentally sensitive 
development.

Improve the tax base and provide jobs through development of land that 
is consistent with the Future Land Use Map, Comprehensive Plan, Zoning 
Ordinance and Land Development and Subdivision Regulations.

Declaimer: policies, goals, and actions are in draft form and subject to further review and approval by theTown of Scituate


